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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">opinion. Croke now vindicated his conscience in<BR>circumstances memorably described by Whitelock.<BR>The judge, yielding again to the influence of the<BR>Court, had decided to give his verdict for the King,<BR>and had already prepared the argument that he<BR>was to deliver from the Bench. On further reflection,<BR>however, he was increasingly troubled by his mis- <BR>givings, which were strenuously encouraged by his<BR>wife. She told her husband that <SUP>c</SUP> she hoped he<BR>could do nothing against his conscience, for fear of<BR>any danger or prejudice to him, or his family, and<BR>that she would be content to suffer want, or any<BR>misery with him, rather than be an occasion for him<BR>to do, or say anything against his judgment or<BR>conscience/ Greatly to everybody's surprise, and<BR>not a little to the consternation of the Crown, he<BR>joined Hutton in judgment for Hampden. While<BR>now the Country Party could have little hope that a<BR>majority from the Bench would pronounce in favour<BR>of the man who had become their champion, the<BR>fact that two of the six hitherto recorded judgments<BR>had given legal sanction to the popular cause, re- <BR>freshed their spirits, and seriously retarded the<BR>collection of Ship-money throughout the country.<BR>The remaining opinions were not delivered until<BR>Trinity Term, when Denham and Davenport, in the<BR>midst of what was now becoming a flame of national<BR>enthusiasm, declared also for Hampden. On the<BR>gth of June, however, Finch and Bramston decided<BR>the issue by pronouncing for the Crown, and on the<BR>nth of that month the Attorney-General moved in<BR>court that the decision against the defendant should<BR>be entered, and on the following day that judgment</FONT><BR>\
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